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Weisberg says FBI is blocking access 
10 ikeuncuy , K tag assassination files 



Bj NANCY S. LUBE 

News-Post Staff 

A local writer who has been credited 
with being a major force behind the 
Freedom of Information Act and has 
been called "the last of a dying breed of 
investigative reporters," is now tangl- 
ing with the FBI over obtaining copies of 
its files on the assassi natio ns o f Jo h n F 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, 
j In 1978, a federal judge ruled that 
anOwr Harold Weisberg, a resident of 
Old'Receiver Road, Frederick, qualified 



FBHites iVer ° { duplicatksg fees for the 
Taken into consideration in the ruling 
was the fact Weisberg’s only regular in- 
come is Social Security benefits. The 
judge in the case also recognized "the 
unique role" Weisberg has plaved in the 
Freedom of Information Act, ‘and “the 
benefit to the general public.*’ 

— Now. th e author of seven books on the 
assassinations and an outspoken critic 
of the Warren Commission’s report, has 
been told by the FBI he must pay for 
copies of their files. The FBI did say 



however, that Weisberg could use then- 
reading room to peruse the materials 
Travel to Washington, D. C., is nearly 
impossible for the 67-year-old Weisberg 
who is afflicted with circuiatorv prob- 
lems, cataracts and other ailments. 
iSee Jack Anderson’s Washington 
Merry Go-Round, P age A-8. ) 

Seated in the living room of his home 



one night this week, Weisberg talket 
about his work and this latest obstacle. 

“The truth is, they’re out to get me,’ 
be said of the FBI, “they’re out to, stop 
me . . . I’m 67 years old, I have serious 



circulation problems ... if they succeed, 
there’s do way r can afford to get the 
papers." 

Weisberg said litigation in the matter 
would be costly “and they can w aste me, 
I would spend all my time in litigation." 

The author contended the FBI files 
contain “some stuff that would be deep- 
ly embarrassing to the FBI . . . They’ve 
done such wretched, rotten stuff, it’s 
unbelievable ... AH this talk about the 
new FBI and the old — I can’t see how 

(Continued on Page A-2) 




Weisberg 



(Continued from Page A-l) 

ithere’s a dams bit of difference. ” « f 
p, ; 'The bkaement of the Weisberg home is 
i lined with file cabinets — so many 
j cabinets that it looks like a reference 
' room of a large library. The files are all 
i neatly labeled and organized and 
| Weisberg often has visitors who use 
I them in their own work. 

How did he become so involved with 
. studying the Kennedy and King killings? 
[7 "I didn't intend to,” said the man. who 
| has been in newspaperlng, public rela- 
I tions, was a Senate investigator, worked 
™ intelligence during World War n and 
was a farmer. 

. At the time of the Kennedy assassina- 
tion, Weisberg was in the process of li- 
; quidating his farming operation and 
closely followed the events unfolding. 

| He said he was convinced almost from 
the beginning that “the crime was 
i beyond any one" man.” T-' •>>'* 
j Weisberg mentioned tne thrust of his 
I writings is to point out that in a “time of 
j. great crisis,” which She killing of a 
( President is, “the institutions of society 
[failed and have failed ever since.” 
jjjese are the institiitkms, he said, that 
pfe M suppc^ toprotect^s.” 

■The author obviously is caught Bp in 
and he died times when he 



would get along on two hours sleep or 
work around the clock when he was on 
the trail of something. Could this be call- 
ed an obsession with him? 

“It’s easy to jump to that conclusion,” 
Weisberg said, “but, no ... and I don’t 
regard it as a crusade. 

“Each citizen has some responsibility 
and it’s up to each of them which ones he 
assumes,’’ he said. The author said it’s 
not considered unusual when a doctor 
gets up in the middle of fife night to be 
with a sick person, nor is it considered 
out of the ordinary for a fanner to stay 
with a cow who is having trouble bir- 
thing a call 

“It’s not unusual what I do . . . citizen 
participation — that’s all I’m doing,” he 
said. “There are no heroics in it at all. 
■It’s the function of a writer to ask ques- 
tions.” 

Weisberg does not consider his fight 
, with the FBI over getting their files as 

“Does what you see downstairs look 
hopeless ?” he said of his files. 

“Don’t ever think you’re going to be 
completely satisfied with government,” 
said Weisberg. “I don’t think it’* not 
worth the effort to keep frying to te> 




